
A unique and exciting living 
experience was created for the 
retiring owners who gave their 
complete trust to the designer 
and builder while they lived on 
the other side of the world.

HUNTER HOMES

The dream of retiring by the water is one held by many 
people, to move to a quiet little town where the neighbours 
know each other’s name and the pace is as slow as a 

summer afternoon. Often the chosen destination is only a few 
hours away from the working life left behind. 

This was definitely not the case for Helen and Fred Lankhorst 
(pictured). They spent their working life living in Fred’s native 
country, The Netherlands. 

However, after decades away from Australia, Helen did not 
need to work too hard to convince Fred to retire back here. 
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FUCHS

Visit Sandalyn WILDERNESS ESTATE 
          for an Etruscan lifestyle experience.

Sandalyn Estate, 162 Wilderness Road, Rothbury, 2320
Open 7 days 9.30am to 5pm. E: wine@sandalyn.com.au  Ph/Fax (02) 4930 7611 or visit:  www.huntervalleyboutiques.com.au

“Let the effect of being in such tranquillity revitalise your soul.”

Picturesque Sandalyn Estate, is a boutique vineyard, situated in a garden setting surrounded by vineyards and olive 
groves and a pioneer providore of Hunter Valley fine regional olive oils and a foundation Vineyard for the Lovedale 

Long Lunch held on the 15th and 16th May, 2010 and Wine Country Polo (4th September 2010).

Experience a hands-on “Pasta & Wine Class”, held every weekend, 
under the direction of an experienced chef in the underground 
cellar and become a member of the  “Bacchus  Down Under Club.”  
As Seen on “Getaway” & “Sydney Weekender” and “Mercurio’s Menu.”

Sandalyn offers traditional method sparkling wines, Chardonnay, 
Semillon Verdelho, Shiraz, Chardonnay Verdelho and Fuchs Sparkling Shiraz. 
Visit the Tuscan designed and inspired cellar door to be welcomed  
by Maitre d’ named “Hunter,” a golden retriever.

The FUCHS name has been associated with Premium Wines since 
1626. In the Hunter Region the tradition continues with our range of 
family-produced sparkling wines and olive oil and gourmet products.
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We sit on the 

deck every 

evening with a 

glass of wine 

and say ‘this is 

paradise’.

On a trip home to visit family and friends, they found 
a site with beautiful views over Lake Macquarie. The 
land was in an established, quiet neighbourhood at 
summerland Point with the benefit of a stand of mature 
native shade trees. 

Five years after they purchased the land, retirement 
was on the horizon and it was time to start looking for 
the right designer to create the home they had been 
dreaming of. A chance viewing of some plans for a 
development close to their land provided the contact 
details for Gwandalan-based Melanie symington of 
seaside Homes Design. 

The first phone call from The Netherlands was very 
memorable, according to Melanie. “i remember thinking 
that it was amazing to feel so comfortable talking to a 
potential client on the other side of the globe. 
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Helen and Fred described how they spend a good portion 
of their day relaxing at the dining room table, which helped 
to prioritise the spaces in relation to the view corridor. The 
pergola-covered rear terrace gathers the morning sun and 
looks through the dining room and over the front deck to the 
lake. 

This deck then becomes the perfect location for summer 
afternoons, with the south-facing deck off the living room, 
under the shelter of the trees, offering a further, cooler option 
for the end of the day. This series of outdoor living spaces 
provides access to or alternatively protection from the sun from 
morning to evening, with all spaces having access to the water 
views.

A large home overshadows the site to the north, so the 
living room was moved away from this boundary and stepped 
forward of the main structure, for better access to the cooling, 
north-easterly breezes and northern light. This pavilion has 
raked ceilings and highlight louvre panels, with a fireplace as 
the focal point of the room.

The property was a finalist in the NsW Building Designers 
Awards this year but according to the owners, this was just a 
little bonus in comparison to the enjoyment they get from living 
in the home. 

some beautiful artwork made the trip from europe with them 
and is now featured throughout the home. 

This is so very important when you’re designing a home for 
someone. you have to have a real understanding of the clients’ 
personalities and how they see themselves living in the home. 
Helen and i connected immediately and the communication 
went smoothly from that point on.”

Fred said he was sure they had chosen the right designer 
on hearing Helen laugh during that first phone call. 

in true Dutch style, Helen and Fred provided Melanie with 
a comprehensive design brief. several more phone calls and 
a series of emails followed, then a set of concept drawings 
were sent over to The Netherlands. The timing was perfect, as 
Helen and Fred had already planned their next visit to Australia. 

They had some minor reservations about the ground-floor 
room layout which they planned to discuss with Melanie at 
their first on-site meeting, which also would be the first time 
they had met their designer face-to-face. The couple arrived 
early and stood on the site with the drawings and everything 
fell into place. No changes were made to the plans after that.

Over the next several weeks the challenge was on to select 
finishes for the home. Tiles, kitchen cabinetry, baths and even 
paint colours were chosen. They met their builder, Jason 
McLean from McLean Builders, signed contracts and headed 
back to europe.

 “A Dutch building contract is completely different, so we 
queried Jason at the time of signing his contract,” said Helen. 
“Fred said, ‘but what does it include? – it just says you will build 
our house?’ Jason said, ‘trust me’. And they did.

“He later commented that we were the best clients 
he had ever had – i think because we weren’t there all the 
time checking and changing everything,” said Helen, and 
on reflection it was less stressful for us as well, as we had 
confidence in everyone involved.

“We would look at progress photographs sent to us and 
notice wires hanging on the verandah and knew we had missed 
buying light fittings. The next photo came with light fittings 
erected. Melanie had gone ahead and chosen what suited the 
home best – she really knew our taste.”

seaside Homes undertook the contract administration for 
them and after regular email updates and photographs, they 
returned five months later to retire permanently in Australia. 

The first visit to their new home was emotional for everyone. 
Melanie and Jason were there to greet them and walk tem 
through the property. Fred described them as new parents 
showing off their baby. “it was a wonderful moment,” said 
Melanie. “Jason and i had taken such ownership of the home 
that there was no way either one of us were going to miss 
being on site when Helen and Fred arrived.”

Three weeks later they moved in and began the retirement 
they had planned. 

The design of the home was influenced strongly by the 
mature trees on the corner of the site, which provided a sense 
of place for the new structure.
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A favourite is the painting of a canal in their home town in The 
Netherlands that hangs over the fireplace. The proportions of the 
painting and the colours are so perfect for the location that it appears 
to have been commissioned for this purpose.

Helen and Fred decided against an en suite upstairs but a second 
master suite was suggested for the ground floor. This would ensure 
that in years to come they could choose to live entirely on the ground 
floor of the home and keep the upper floor rooms for guests.

All of the first-floor bedrooms have extensive lake views, with two 
opening onto a covered hardwood deck.

As was anticipated, the guests have been regular, both family and 
friends, since they moved in. The home is casual and welcoming and 
Helen and Fred are natural hosts. 

 “if we had hand-picked our neighbours we couldn’t have done a 
better job. We had only been living there for six months when i broke 
my arm and was treated to such generosity and kindness – cooked 
meals, offers of help with washing and ironing, shopping and transport 
– it was overwhelming.

“We sit on the deck every evening with a glass of wine and say ‘this 
is paradise’,” said Helen. 

HOME DESIGNER: 

Seaside Homes Designs 
Ph: (02) 4976-3413

BUILDER: 

Mclean Builders 
Ph: (02) 4358-2242
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